
David: King, Soldier, Human
The Need for Leadership

WHAT'S IN A NAME?

The name Elkanah means

The name Hannah means

The name Ephraim means

VERSE 1, "...AN EPHRATHITE."

Turn to Genesis 35:16-20. Ephrath is another name for which biblical city?

GOD
 "It was not because you

were more in number than
any other people that the

Lord set his love on you and
chose you, for you were the
fewest of all peoples, but it
is because the Lord loves

you and is keeping the oath
that he swore to your

fathers, that the Lord has
brought you out with a

mighty hand and redeemed
you from the house of

slavery, from the hand of
Pharaoh king of Egypt."

Deuteronomy 7:7-8 

How can receiving GOD's undeserved love be freeing?



Read 1 Samuel 1:8. Can you confidently affirm that the GOD of
history and the Holy Scriptures is of greater value than anything

else in your life? What's getting in the way of you confidently
saying "Yes, GOD you are!"?

In verses 12-18, you get to see Israel's leading priest in action.
Does he inspire confidence? Why or why not?

How does Hannah demonstrate her trust and happiness in the
LORD's intervention in her life?

How many positive stars would you give to Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas?

Israel lacked faithful leadership



The Second Commandment
You shall not misuse the

name of the LORD your God.
What does this mean? We

should fear and love God so
that we do not curse, swear,

use satanic arts, lie, or
deceive by His name, but

call upon it in every trouble,
pray, praise, and give

thanks.

David: King, Soldier, Human
Anointing Leaders: Part 1

Review: how would you describe the Israel's leaders leading up to Samuel's birth?

Read 1 Samuel 3:10-14 + 19-21.

Read 1 Samuel 4.

Why might the Israelites take the Ark of
Covenant into battle with them?

Based on the 2nd Commandment and its
explanation, what is so problematic with
how the Israelite leaders were using the
Ark of the Covenant?



Read 1 Samuel 7:1-11. What made Samuel a good leader for the Israelites?

Read 1 Samuel 8:1-3. What strikes you about these verses?

Read 1 Samuel 8:4-9. Why is Samuel hesitant about anointing a king for Israel?

Read 1 Samuel 8:10-18. Selecting a king comes at a price. In what ways is Jesus
the radical/best kind of King for you?

Read 1 Samuel 8:19-22. Why do you think the people still
wanted a king even though it was going to cost them?
What does their choice say about humans?

God appointed Samuel to lead Israel



David: King, Soldier, Human
Anointing Leaders: Part 2

Review: what was the situation like for Israel when it came to leadership?

Read 1 Samuel 9:1-2. Why might a person be drawn to Saul as a leader?

Read 1 Samuel 9:14-16. What other time prior to God's conversation with Samuel
did God hear the cry of His people? Why might that be significant?

According to God, what was Saul's mission (16)?

Read 1 Samuel 9:17-21. The tribe of
Benjamin had faced genocide because of
civil war (Judges chapters 19, 20, 21). God
selected a leader from an unexpected
source. When else has God done this?



Read 1 Samuel 11:1-4. How might you feel if you were on the receiving end of
Nahash's threats? 

Read 1 Samuel 11:5-8. Compare with Judges 19:27-30. What is similar? What is
different?

Read 11:12-13. Who does Saul credit for Israel's win? How does that work since
Saul was the one who led the Israelites to a victory?

God appointed Saul to lead Israel



David: King, Soldier, Human
The Slippery Slope

Review: what was King's Saul mission according to God?

Backtrack - read 1 Samuel 10:6-7 - Who will show up "upon" King Saul?

Read 1 Samuel 13:1-4. Who is credited for
defeating the Philistines? 

"And all Israel HEARD it said that Saul
defeated the garrison...." The Gospel of
Jesus should work similarly to how the
news of Saul's victory transformed the
people. 

Read 1 Samuel 13:5-7. What is happening to the
Israelites? Why is their response silly?

Read 1 Samuel 13:8-15. What was Saul's response to
the Isrealites' fear? Has there ever been a moment in
your life where you took matters into your own hands,
rather than trusting GOD?



What is the consequence of Saul's faithlessness according to Samuel? And how
does Saul's failure enhance our outlook on Jesus?

How can the people
you surround yourself
with affect you as a
person? Read 1
Samuel 14:1-3. What
kind of people is Saul
surrounding himself
with?

Read 14:4-15. Who is the true genius and heart behind Saul's army?

Saul's kingdom begins to unravel

Read 14:16-23. What negative effect are Saul's "friends" having on Saul? 

If your army was tired, what would you allow them to
do? Read 1 Samuel 14:24-30. In what ways is Saul
out of touch with his people?

Read 1 Samuel 14:36-46. What crimes was Jesus
guilty of? Was Saul's retribution against Jonathan
just? Why or why not?



David: King, Soldier, Human
A Worthless King

Review: Saul's failure from last time.

Read 1 Samuel 15:1-3. How do the LORD's directives hit you?

Read 1 Samuel 15:7-9. Why
might Saul's response be
inadequate?

In what ways to do we "fudge"
on God's commands to get what
we want?

Read 1 Samuel 15:10-21. How does Saul deal with the conflict Saul is
experiencing on account of Samuel's confrontation?



Read 1 Samuel 16:1-2. Even though Samuel is a powerful prophet and he's not
the same person he was when he first expressed fear when God initially called
him, he still fears. What does this show us about God's people as they age?

the LORD selects a new king

Read 1 Samuel 16:6-11. How does Samuel initially judge the quality of Jesse's
sons?

Read 1 Samuel 16:12-13. Why might David
be an unlikely selection for kingship?

Where did David come from in order to be anointed king? How does Jesus'
great-grandfather help us anticipate what Jesus was going to do for people?



Review: Why would you classify Saul as a bad king?

Read 1 Samuel 17:1-7.

Read 1 Samuel 17:8-11. What does Goliath demand? How does his request
compare to the story of Jesus, the Son of Man?

David: King, Soldier, Human
David Relies while Saul Hides

Read 1 Samuel 17:12-16. The God of history & scripture defies common cultural
expectations for the eldest sons (i.e. primogeniture). Where have we seen this
elsewhere in the Old Testament? In what other ways does God defy our
expectations for life even today?



Read 1 Samuel 17:23-27. At this point in the story, whose response/actions
might we resonate with more? How does our response to our enemies -- sin,
death, the devil -- clarify our relationship to Jesus?

Read 1 Samuel 17:41-49. In what ways does Goliath let his guard down around
David? How did David exploit those weaknesses? In what ways did Christ exploit
sin, death, and the devil during His crucifixion and resurrection? 

David showcases for us how Jesus

would win for us in the future

Compare 1 Samuel 17:28-30 to Mark
3:20-21. What is similar to David's
family's response to Jesus' family's
response?

Read 1 Samuel 17:31-37. Why is
David a good choice to fight Goliath?

Then he went home, and

the crowd gathered

again, so that they could

not even eat. And when

his family heard it, they

went out to seize him,

for they were saying,

“He is out of his mind.”

Read 1 Samuel 17:38-40. In what ways do we try to reconfigure Christ to fit our
expectations for Him?



Read 18:6-9. Compare with Proverbs 27:4.
What happens to people when they are
jealous? What damaging effects can
jealousy have on a person?

Wrath is cruel,

anger is

overwhelming,

    but who can

stand before

jealousy?The Harmful Effects of Jealousy

What do you think: Saul was a better leader than Jonathan his son.

David: King, Soldier, Human
Saul's Jealousy

Read 18:1-5. Some have argued that David and Jonathan's
relationship was deeper than just a typical friendship.

Read 18:10-11.

Read 18:19-21. 
Compare with:

+Judges 15:1-2

+Judges 16:4-5

spiraling back into Judges



Read 1 Samuel 21:1-6. Why was the
priest Ahimelech concerned about David
taking the bread? Go to Matthew 12:1-8. 

Saul's jealousy drove him mad

Chapter 19 > Saul declares war on
David; Michal helps David escape

Chapter 20> Jonathan helps David
escape

Read 1 Samuel 21:8-15. What is
ironic about David taking the
sword of Goliath and fleeing to
Gath? What does this say about
the effects of jealousy?



What do you think: After Goliath, what color would you use to describe Saul's
relationship to David?

David: King, Soldier, Human
Saul's Jealousy

Read 1 Samuel 22:1-2. In what ways is David a pre-version or prototype of Jesus?

Read 1 Samuel 22:11-19. Even
though Ahimelech is innocent, how
does Saul treat him? Why doesn't
Saul turn away from his
revenge/jealousy quest even though
he's heard the truth from Ahimelech
concerning his unhealthy soul
condition?

Betrayal by Doeg the Edomite
 

Jesus' trial
 

Our own hearts

For your consideration



Read 1 Samuel 24:1-7. What was David's internal response once he cut off a
piece of Saul's robe? Why?

David foreshadows Jesus

How might anger/revenge destroy a human?

Read 1 Samuel 24:8-15. Compare with Jesus' words: And behold, one of those
who were with Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the
servant[g] of the high priest and cut off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put
your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by the
sword." [Matthew 26:51-52]

Finish reading chapter 24.



David: King, Soldier, Human
David on the Run

Read 1 Samuel 25:1 -> why might it be significant that Samuel is dead now?

Read 1 Samuel 25:2-8. The devil is in the details - note the two different names.

Nabal = wilt/fail

Abigail = my father's joy

What kind of riches does Nabal possess? 

1 Samuel 25:9-13. Why is David so angry?

1 Samuel 25:18-20. What do you think about Abigail so far?

1 Samuel 25:23-31. How is Abigail like Jesus?



Read David's response - 1 Samuel 25:32-35.

Abigail and David reflect the

mercy of Jesus

Read 1 Samuel 25:36-42. Evaluate Saul and David's responses to perceived
evil in Saul's case and actual evil in David's case.

Nabal's death

Saul goes after David AGAIN! But
he repents AGAIN. Read 1
Samuel 26:23-25. If Jesus is the
Son of David, how might David's
words transform how we see our
relationship to Jesus?

Read 1 Samuel 27:1-7. What is so strange
in these verses about David's actions?



David: King, Soldier, Human
David, Saul, Traitors?

So David fled to the Philistines. Why did we say that was weird? 

Read 1 Samuel 27:8-12. Geshurites, Girzirites, and Amalekites were not
Israelites and that's why David raided them. But David told the Philistine king he
was attacking Judah (tribe of Israel). What was David doing to the Philistine
king?

Look at Bonhoeffer example.

Truth isn't just relaying facts it's also about relationships too

What is a lie and why do you hate lying?

Read 1 Samuel 28:3-8. What rule had Saul made and how would you evaluate
his follow through with that decree?



Read 1 Samuel 28:9-15. What is going on
here?

Read 1 Samuel 28:20-25. It would
have taken awhile to prep the cow
and bread. Maybe she was afraid
Saul was going to kill her, so she
was buttering him up. OR maybe
she genuinely cared for his
wellbeing.

Read 1 Samuel 28:16-19. What is Saul's greatest fault? What does that mean
for us?

Truth is deeper than just relaying facts



Read verses 7-10. We see how David
concretely "strengthened himself in
the LORD his God." What are some
positive ways and negative ways we
strengthen ourselves in crises?

David: King, Soldier, Human
The Fall of Saul & the Rise of David...not in that order

In 1 Samuel chapter 29, David is still working alongside the Philistines. Why did we
say that was weird earlier? [Jesus fled where when He was born?]

Read 1 Samuel 30:1-3. Why might the Amalekites have taken prisoners rather
than taking the good stuff and killing the people?

Read verses 11-15. How would you rate the way in which the Amalekites treated
their slaves and people?

Read verses 4-6. Why might making major decisions
while you're grieving be a bad idea? How does David

respond to the grief he's feeling (Psalm 22)?

Jesus is like

David...but better



He has shown strength with his arm;
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
    and exalted those of humble estate;

he has filled the hungry with good things,
    and the rich he has sent away empty.

Luke 1:51-53
 

But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers

the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and
every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all

his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is
death.  1 Corinthians 15:23-26

Read verses 16-20. How does this image of David make you feel? In the Second
Article of the Apostles' Creed (all about the Son of God), how is Jesus
described? Look below too. 

Read verses 21-25. Remember the parable that Jesus told where all the workers
were paid the same - how did that go?

So the last will be first, and the first will be last.



Saul died terribly; David triumphs

against his enemies

Read 1 Samuel 31:1-7. Compare Saul's end with how Judas Iscariot died.

Read verses 8-10. Why might the Philistines
have cut off Saul's head?

Read verses 11-13. Jabesh-gilead
was the place Saul rescued earlier
in Chapter 11 - so the people
show respect for their former
rescuer. 

Why is burying a body such a
significant action?

How is dead-Saul like & unlike Jesus?



David: King, Soldier, Human
David, the King of Judah

See David's response to Saul's death. Read 2 Samuel 1, verses 19 and 26. Even
though Saul persecuted David, why David still mourn King Saul's death?

Read 2 Samuel 3:1. They're experiencing civil war in Israel. 

Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid
God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. For
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities
are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.

David's

Forces

(Joab)

Saul's

Forces

(Abner)

But how does David respond to this
fighting? Read 2 Samuel 3:20-21.

What is peace? In this world, how do
we get peace in our lives?

Read 2 Samuel 3:22-25.
Joab hates Abner for
killing Joab's brother
earlier (see verse 30).
Compare Joab and
Judas Iscariot. What in
your life has made you
question God's intentions
or plans?



David is successful because 

the LORD is on his side

Joab killed Abner. See David's response: 2 Samuel 3:28, 31, 36-37

In verses 6-10, David defeats the Jebusites --
the place that would become Jerusalem. 

Finally, read 2 Samuel 5:13. Do you think this move will end well? Why or why
not?

David finally takes over as the King of Israel. 2
Samuel 5:1-5. Where else have you heard the
number 40 from the Bible?



Have you even been angry with God
because you thought you were doing the
right thing BUT you experienced
pushback?

David has established himself as THE king for Israel. He is now taking in more
wives and concubines. Keep that filed away.

We began 1 Samuel with the priests taking the Ark of the
Covenant into battle where it was captured. Read 2 Samuel 6:1-
4. What was the point of the Ark?

I have said all these things to you

to keep you from falling away.

They will put you out of the

synagogues. Indeed, the hour is

coming when whoever kills you

will think he is offering service to

God. And they will do these things

because they have not known the

Father, nor me. 

Jesus said

David: King, Soldier, Human
David Returns the Ark of the Covenant

Read 2 Samuel 6:5-8. Why do you think David was angry with the LORD?



David returned the Ark to Jerusalem

Read 2 Samuel 6:9-11. Evaluate David's response.

Finally, read 2 Samuel 6:20-23. David brings blessing as well as judgement for
Michal; Jesus brings blessing as well as judgement for the Pharisees and all those
who deny Him. 

Read 2 Samuel 6:15-19. How might you compare David's entry into Jerusalem with
Jesus' entry?



Read 2 Samuel 9:1-4. Why does David want to know if anybody is still alive from
Saul's family? If you were in Saul's family and David was searching for you, how
might you feel about his search?

Homework: read 2 Samuel 7 - compare David's plans VS God's plans

Read 2 Samuel 8:15. David's kingship is going better than his predecessor's. 

David: King, Soldier, Human
David's Kindness

GRACE

Read 2 Samuel 9:6-8, 13. According to David, why
is he showing kindness (chesed) to Mephibosheth? 

David GOD

because of
Jonathan

because of 
Jesus

Mephibosheth
(handicapped)

the World (+you)
(sinners)


